Joseph Finale and Being “Wise as Serpents”, Oct. 9-12, 2025

T Reflect on Joseph Finale - Sunday’s teaching

+ Jacob is “gathered up to his people”... 70 days of mourning... 250 mile trip... 3 2 months
Joseph and Jacob are together for 17 years at home, then 17 years after reunited

+ Character gap of Jacob’s sons continues
Living by faith in God, by definition, means we only see what God was doing irn HINDSIGHT - looking back, reflecting,
allowing God to point it out. THUS, all the Bible verses “Don’t give up,” “Persevere, ” etc. Those words God says with a
heart for us full of compassion but a refusal to relieve us of the hard stuff BECAUSE He knows that He will deliver on
His promises and we will experience Rom 8:28, 31, 37 and more IF WE SIMPLY DON'T GIVE UP!! (Pastor Herb’s journal)

v" The brothers are stuck in superficial, thus less than they could have been. For 17 years they ignored
character flaws of fear, unforgiveness, selfishness, etc until the next “danger” surfaced it all.

v" Joseph: Godly and serving to the end, he left a legacy

+ Joseph is “gathered up to his people” after serving 80 in Egypt, serves about 55 years after Jacob dies

+ God’s big story continues
430 yrs after Jacob comes to Egypt, 413 after Jacob dies, 360 after Joseph dies, Israelites are freed (Exodus)
about 70 years later Joseph’s bones are buried in Promised Land
about 1400 years later, Jesus is born...  about years later, Jesus returns

t God is ALWAYS working His Overarching salvation plan

t God invites us to partner with Him — fulfill our assignment then be “gathered up”

* dark powers intend evil but God intends all for good

Genesis 50:19-20 (ESV) "“But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? *°As for you, you meant
evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.

PURPOSE: not to whine or act like victims, but to recognize reality and cooperate with God to ambush the dark
powers... to leverage their every scheme against them. It is freeing to accept that all God expects is SLO
cooperation! It is so moving that we don’t have to figure it out, but only “Keep Up” in Jesus’ yoke.

#» The devil counterfeits God’s good
supernatural dark powers attempt to counterfeit what God does. God partners with people to accomplish
His purposes in our lives. Thus, the evil powers use people to try to harm us, and use us to hurt others.

+ Our war is not against people, but satan uses people who cooperate with him

Ephesians 6:10-12 (ESV) !Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. ''"Put on the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. ?For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly places.

» Thus, we are to identify what people do to speak and live the truth in love BY THE SPIRIT

Matthew 10:16-20 (ESV) '*“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and
innocent as doves. '"Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their synagogues, '*and you
will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles. "When they
deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given
to you in that hour. ?°For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.

“We don’t know what something is until we hear from God”
Our human default is to attribute hard things to dark powers, esp in our affluent society

» Discussion: examples and experiences when satan tried to use people to hurt us
REMEMBER: “you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good,”



Some Bible examples

v" Job and his wife — different perspective, conclusions and actions

Job 2:9-10 (ESV) °Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die.” '°But he said
to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive
evil?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.

v" Jesus’ family

Mark 3:20-21 (ESV) ?°Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat. 2! And when
his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.”

Mark 3:31-34 (ESV) *'And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him.
32And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you.”
33 And he answered them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?”” *And looking about at those who sat around him, he
said, “Here are my mother and my brothers!

v God used Peter, then dark powers try to use Peter — back to back

Matthew 16:15-18 (ESV) "“He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 'Simon Peter replied, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.” " And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood
has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. '*And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build
my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

Matthew 16:21-23 (ESV) ?'From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. **And Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” **But he turned
and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of
God, but on the things of man.”

v" Jews attacking Paul when in Jerusalem to report on God working among the Gentiles

Acts 21:27-29 through Acts 28
Leads to Paul witnessing to Jewish leaders, Roman Governor Felix, Roman Governor Festus with Herod
Agrippa & wife Bernice, to Roman guards, others in Ceasar’s household, ultimately Ceasar himself

Acts 23:11 (ESV) !'The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you have testified to the
facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.”

v" Personal examples and Bible examples that are meaningful to you...
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